THE  PRESENT DAY
made of the graft, wastage and bribery which in former
times sapped the life-blood of the humblest enterprise.
The formation of trade guilds is under consideration
with the object of improving the relations between capital
and labour.
With the support of a Minister of Justice, M. Gorbal,
who like most of the dictator's collaborators, is a young
man, Salazar brought a bill before the National Assembly
condemning Freemasonry and all secret societies. It
went through without a division.
Freemasonry is condemned because it is inimical to
those principles of Christian justice which are upheld
by the government and are indissolubly interwoven with
Portuguese traditions; because its purposes have nothing
in common with those of the nation; because it restricts
the free and independent action of the government and
regards its sectarian interests as of greater importance
than the interests of the nation, of which it is as regardless
as it is of individual merit, its object, as its statutes de-
clare, being to secure office for its adherents; and lastly,
because in Portugal, it was primarily responsible for the
revolutionary disorders which, for twenty years, plunged
the country into bankruptcy and stained its annals with
blood.
M. Salazar and his colleagues have virtually the solid
backing of their fellow-countrymen behind them. The
two opposing minorities are, on the Right, some of the
younger university people, who would like a government
that would think more of national prestige and who
criticize the existing regime for the modesty of its pre-
tensions. On the Left, the Freemasons and the anti-
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